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Resolved: That the Japanese government should make voting in national elections compulsory.
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We, the affirmative side, believe that assuring democracy is
one of the most important goals in the modern society, and
that is guaranteed only by the people’s rightful political
conduct. The definition of democracy is given hy:
Encyclopedia Americana "89 /vol.8, p.684/
Q) The word "democracy” has many meanings, but in the
modern world its use signifies that the ultimate authority in
political affairs rightfully belongs to the people. (UQ
In order to enhance democracy, we present the following
plan. .
Plank #1) The Japanese eligible voters shall have obligation
to vote in national elections to select the Diet members,
Plank #2) This obligation shall not be exempted unless the
reasonably legitimate reason is proven such as mental
disabilities,
Plank #3)Voting via mail
embassies shall be admitted.
Plank #4) Enforcement shall be provided through normal
judicial channel. Violators shall result in fine up to 5,000
yen.
Plank #5) Any necessary adjustments shall be taken, and
Affirmative speeches shall serve as a source of legislative
intents.
The following 3 contentions justifies resolution.
Contention 1 Inherency
1) Voting is not compulsory under the present system.
Itsunori Onodera, lecturer at Tohoku Welfare Univ. "96
Q) Do Japanese pecple have a duty to vote in elections? The
answer is "NO", In the article 15 of the Japanese constitution,
it is only said that, "As for elections of public servants,
ordinary elections by adults are guaranteed." Thus there is
no punishment if you don’t vote in elections.(UQ
2} Turnout is decreasing due to this voluntary voting
system.  Shoichi Oikawa, deputy editor in chief at Yomiuri
Newspaper "96
Q) Recent characteristics in elections are remarkable decline
of voting turnout. In the election of the house of Counselors
in July of 1995, voting turnout was 44.52% in the
constituency and 44.5% in the proportional representation. It
was the first and the worst in history that the turnout
became lower than 50% in the national election. This is an
abnormal situation where more than half of voters gave
abstention. In the election of the house of representatives in
1993, the turnout was 67.26%, which was also the lowerst in
its history. (UQ( & L WLWE¥K D P109)
The next contention is the harmful consequence of the
present system.
Contention2 Low
democracy
1) Political apathy is a problem in light of the theory of
democracy. Ikuo Kabashima, pf. Tsukuba Univ. ‘88
Q) For those who support classicall democarcy, political
apathy itself 1a a subject for anxiety. This is because the
theory of classical democracy pursues as an ethical goal to
expand the political community area, to offer the place for
participation, and to establish the citizens role and the basis
for understanding in politics. (UQ. /Bi&%E TBIEZ M
pd0. WRAFEHES/
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2) Low turnout means many people do not fulfill their ethical
duty. Ministry of Education, 1995
Q) Thus, right to vote is right, but at the same time, it's a
duty. They may not be punished by failing to do so, unlike
the case of the obligation to pay tax. In that sense, it is an
ethical duty rather than 2 legal obligation to participate in
politics with zeal and understanding. Rather than a duty
matter, it is a question of affection to be concerned about the
happiness of many other people.(UQ
Ilndifferent general public allows the surge of interest
groups
Prof. Gordon Tullock of Economics and Political Science,
University of Arizona, 1997
Q) Eventunally politicians tend to be affected by pressure
groups. Because pressure groups have influence on
politicians’ next election. Sometimes it expands to bribery
scandals. Strictly speaking, Donation of funds for election is
legal as far as they are used under proper procedures, but it
is clear that they give an influence on Diet members. (UQ.
(TEWMELDREZHR, TWHLESEHE)
— Domination of powertful interests groups in political
arena leads to sustention only of their interests, and thus
curtails interests of general public. Hironori Kado, pf. of
political science at Osaka Aoyama Jr. college 1995
Q) [Pressure groups have] also following negative aspects.
Firstly, people who don’ t have pressure groups or those
who are not organized by them (office workers and elderly
pecple in big cities, for example) have no ways to insist for
the promotion of their own benefit. On the contrary, the
entire benefit is apt to be sacrificed by the strong groups’
steam—roller for their own benefit. (UQ. /£ &7 5+ — &+
BACHE , ppB9-90 = HFER/
Solvency will be explained in the next contention.
Contention 3  Affirmative promotes democracy by
compulsory voting
1) QOur plan gives incentive to voters, thus increases
turnout. This isempirically proven in the case of Australia.
Ak & Elf o f Min of Home Affairs. 1 9 9 0
Q) It is absolute fact that compulsory voting system makes
turnout outrageously high. The voting rate was 57.95 % in
the general election in 1922, which was conducted under the
last voluntary voting system. (Omit) On the other hand, in
the national election under the first compulsory voting
system in 1925, the turnout reached 91.31%. Since then, the
turnouts in the national elections have never dropped below
the rate of 93%. (UQ
2y Aff. plan makes more people fulfill their ethical duty by
increasing turnout. Please apply Ministry of Education card
here in Cont.2
3)Aff. Plan guarantees broader reflection of people’s intention
and rather decreases the power of interest groups, thus
prevents excessive interest group occupation.
Yoshio Sugimoto, & k @ — 7 Univ, Sociclogy 9 8
q) Under compulsory voting system, the influence of interest
groups upon organizational mobilization would be weakened.
This is because, generally, the relative vote value of
mobilized people is higher under the low rate of turnout.(UQ
W pointd)"thoughtful voters" DIFHM WL EL =N

Rt - HE#s A5+ <— b



